Ms. Katharina von Schnurbein
Coordinator on combating antisemitism and fostering Jewish life
European Commission


[bookmark: _GoBack]RE: EU response to Nazi symbolism and the influence of the American far-right in Europe

Dear Ms. von Schnurbein, 

On 20 January, 83 years to the day after the Wannsee Conference set the Holocaust in motion, Elon Musk, Tesla CEO and advisor to the 47th President of the United States, twice performed a Nazi salute to a worldwide audience of millions of people. 

Ruth Ben-Ghiat, history professor at New York University, said: "It was a Nazi salute and a very belligerent one too."[footnoteRef:1] Israeli newspaper Haaretz described it as a “fascist salute most commonly associated with Nazi Germany”[footnoteRef:2] while Jewish leaders across Europe have decried the incident as highly disconcerting.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  https://x.com/ruthbenghiat/status/1881460628164120641 ]  [2:  https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/haaretz-today/2025-01-21/ty-article/.highlight/musks-fascist-salute-u-s-jewish-establishment-failed-its-first-test-with-trump-2-0/00000194-89d8-dee1-aff7-ebdf08660000 ]  [3:  https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/jan/21/the-gesture-speaks-for-itself-germans-divided-over-musks-apparent-nazi-salute ] 


Mr. Musk has a long history of antisemitic, white supremacist and far-right statements and actions. Unfortunately, due to his economic power and his ownership of social media platform X, Elon Musk has significant influence in European affairs, which he has used in order to support far-right, antisemitic, Islamophobic and extremist political parties across the continent. Since Musk’s takeover of the social media platform, he has prioritised the return of right-wing extremist users who spread toxic and dangerous content. 

EU leaders and those responsible for defending minorities in Europe have yet to make any statement on Musk’s use of the Nazi salute, which has emboldened Nazi and far-right movements everywhere. 

As long as our EU leaders and senior staff do not speak out against this extremism, the Jewish, Muslim, immigrant, LGBTQ+ communities and other minorities have strong reason to be concerned that their freedoms will not be defended by those in power while men like Musk threaten their way of life. 

As Coordinator on combating antisemitism and fostering Jewish life, will you make a statement on the Nazi salute performed by Mr. Musk on 20 January? 

Regards, 

MEP Per Clausen

